
Eugene Cernan 25 anos mais 
tarde:  
 

“You know, it was said by one of us, 

maybe all of us, said: we went to 

explore the moon. But in fact we 

discovered the earth. We went to 

explore the moon, but in fact we 

discovered the earth. Because you really 

don’t see the earth when you are in 

earth orbit! 

You know, when you travel in earth orbit, you are 200 - 300 miles away from home, 

that’s all! You fly over coastlines and rivers and peninsulas. You fly over the 

thunderstorms, you fly around the world once every 90 minutes at 17.000 miles an 

hour. That’s all phenomenal, and that’s great if you’ve never done anything else. 

But when you accelerate to 25.000 miles an hour for a rendezvous three days later 

with another planet in this universe, that’s a pretty challenge in effort to start with. 

It’s just an overpowering, overpowering thought to even reflect back upon for me at 

this moment. Going to the moon on Apollo 10. Went back on Apollo 17 and having 

been the last man to have walked on the moon, that is all important. But just being 

there, being in this valley surrounded by mountains that are higher than the Grand 

Canyon is deep - and looking at that earth sitting on top of that southwestern sky of 

that valley I was in - that’s what it’s all about. 

What do I remember most? I remember the valley I lived in, I remember the steps I 

took on the moon. But I think far more important to me was remembering what the 

earth looked like and what it felt like. And looking back at the earth was a memory I 

will never forget. We went to explore the moon but indeed I think I believe: in fact we 

discovered the earth. Now, if we can share and give that meaning to every human 

being on this earth I think they would have a reflectiveness that they would never 

forget either. They would perhaps look at their role on this planet. They would look at 

this earth itself, at the beauty, at the fragility, at the future of it --- perhaps a little 

differently than they look at it now.” 
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